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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In connection with the above-referenced application filed on December 21, 1999, 
the Applicant respectfully requests consideration of the following preliminary 
amendments and remarks. 



IN THE SPECIFICATON 



Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 6, line 3 as follows: 



Porous member 80 may be comprised of materials such as cotton high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) or ultra-high-molecular- weight polyethylene (UHMWPE). 
Elongated rigid needle 18 is formed of material such as stainless steel hypotubing and 
has a beveled or otherwise sharpened distal tip 40. As shown in Figure 2, a hollow bore 
22 extends longitudinally through needle 18. A transparent flash chamber housing 37 is 
coupled to the proximal end of the elongated rigid needle 18. A hollow flash chamber 
bore 38 extends longitudinally through the proximal flash chamber housing 37. Such 
longitudinal flash chamber bore 38 has a substantially cylindrical proximal inner wall of 
substantially continuous diameter and a narrowed or tapered distal inner wall 60. 
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